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TECHNOLOGY

Parliamentary Committee to Assess Sikkim's Cybersecurity and Digital
Banking Readiness

T he Indian Parliament has
constituted a special
committee to assess Sikkim's

cybersecurity and digital banking

the existing infrastructure,
regulatory  framework, and
potential risks. According to

committee sources, it will gather

experts, and banking regulators
and will propose remedial
measures. Its aim is to ensure
secure digital transactions and

initiative comes amid the growing
importance of digital finance in
India, where the government is
encouraging the adoption of

The committee's findings are
expected to guide future policy
and investment
digital ecosystem.

in the state's

status. The committee will review data by meeting state officials, IT protect sensitive data. The e-banking and fintech solutions.
Electoral rolls revised in Sikkim CM Prem Singh Sikkim records India's Centre Announces Thirteen Cyclists Launch

Arunachal, Mizoram,
Sikkim; final lists to be
released by Jan 21

The Election Commission of India
(EC) has officially announced
revisions to the electoral rolls for
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, and
Sikkim. This move is part of a regular
process aimed at ensuring the
accuracy and updating of voter
records in the region.

According to the announcement, the
final electoral rolls for these states
will be published on January 21. This
timeline provides a sufficient period
for the necessary verification and
correction of data before official use.

The revision process is crucial for
maintaining the integrity of the
democratic process, ensuring that
eligible  voters are  correctly
registered and that any
inconsistencies in existing records
are resolved. This step by the EC
reflects its commitment to
maintaining  accurate  electoral
databases across all states.

No further details regarding specific
changes or the number of affected
voters were disclosed in the initial
announcement. The final list will
serve as the definitive record for
upcoming electoral activities in these
states.

Alfaaz Times - Har Khabar, Har Shahar

Tamang attends Amitabh
School annual function at
Paljor Stadium

Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang recently visited Paljor
Stadium, where he participated in a
significant  cultural event. The
occasion was the annual music
festival organized by Amitabh
School, where the institution’s
students showcased their artistic
talents.

The Chief Minister’s presence at the
venue demonstrated the state
government’s  engagement  with
educational and cultural activities.
The event served as a platform for
students to present their
performances and interact with the
state’s top leadership.

While initial reports did not provide
extensive details about the
performances or speeches, the
presence of the state’s chief
administrator highlighted the
importance of such community
gatherings in Sikkim.

cleanest air as Delhi
struggles with smog

As the National Capital Region of

thick
air

Delhi faces smoke and
deteriorating quality, a
contrasting picture has emerged
from the northeastern state of
Sikkim. Recent data indicates that
Sikkim has recorded the cleanest air
levels in the country, providing a
clear comparison to the pollution
crisis engulfing the north.

This divide highlights significant
differences in environmental
conditions across various regions of
India. While urban centers in the
north face challenges from industrial
emissions and vehicular pollution,
Sikkim’s geographical and ecological
advantages contribute to its superior
air quality.

The situation in Delhi remains a
major public health concern, with
residents being advised to take
precautions to avoid respiratory
issues. In contrast, the clean air in
Sikkim underscores the state’s status
as an ecologically sensitive area with
minimal industrial impact.

Experts believe that such
comparative studies are essential for
understanding regional
environmental trends, which is
crucial for making targeted policy
interventions to improve air quality

in polluted areas effective.
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Excellence Centre for
Sikkim's Indigenous Sirey
Cows

The Government of India has taken a

significant step to protect local
livestock. A Union Minister
announced the establishment of a
'Centre of Excellence' for Sikkim's
indigenous Sirey cows. The initiative
will focus on preserving the breed's
unique genetic traits and agricultural
value. The Sirey breed is known for
its adaptability to the high-altitude
regions of the Eastern Himalayas.
The dedicated centre is expected to
promote scientific research, breeding
programmes, and sustainable

farming practices, helping local
farmers improve livestock
productivity and  health. The

announcement reflects the central
government's commitment to
conserving India's biodiversity in the
agricultural sector. The Centre of
Excellence will serve as a hub for
knowledge sharing, technical
training, and policy formulation
related to the management of local
cattle in the Northeastern states.

Himalayan Campaign on the
Silk Route in Sikkim

Today, a team of thirteen cyclists
from Sikkim set out on the ancient

Silk Route on two wheels. The
multi-day expedition will traverse
rugged Himalayan passes, aiming to
promote adventure tourism in the
region.

Organisers have charted a route that
passes through remote valleys,
high-altitude villages and famous
passes, offering participants both
cultural exposure and physical
challenge. The cyclists are equipped
with mountain bikes and support
gear and will receive navigation and

logistical assistance from local
guides.
The initiative represents a step

toward positioning Sikkim as a
destination for extreme sports and
eco-friendly travel. State authorities
have approved the route and will

monitor weather conditions to
ensure safety throughout the
journey.

Local businesses hope that the riders’
progress will increase demand for
accommodation, food and transport
services, thereby showcasing the
economic potential of adventure
tourism in the state.
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Milk Production in Sikkim
Up 79% Over Ten Years,
Says Union Minister

Himalayan state Sikkim's dairy sector
progress highlighted by a Union
Minister, who announced a massive
increase in local milk production.
According to an official statement,
milk production in the state rose by
79 percent over the past ten years.
This remarkable rise reflects
progress in agricultural practices and
dairy management in the region. The
figure underscores the effectiveness
of efforts to boost livestock
productivity. Although the brief
report does not name the minister,
the announcement serves to
recognise economic and agricultural
development in Sikkim. The data
points to a positive trend in the local
dairy industry's self-reliance and
commercial viability.

AGRICULTURE

Milk Production in Sikkim
Rises 79% Over Ten Years

In the eastern Himalayan state of
Sikkim, the dairy sector has recorded

remarkable progress, with milk
production rising 79% over the past
ten years. This growth reflects

increasing efficiency and scale in
dairy farming across the region.

Recent data indicate that the upward
trend is a testament to improvements
in Sikkim’s agricultural landscape.
The rise in milk output shows that
local dairy initiatives are delivering
tangible benefits to farmers and the
broader economy.

The expansion of the dairy industry
is a key indicator of the state’s
evolving agricultural profile. As
Sikkim continues to develop its rural
economy, the dairy sector is
emerging as a significant component
of its overall production statistics.

EDUCATION

Sikkim High Court approves
law college repairs;
completion expected by Dec
22

The Sikkim High Court has been
apprised of the progress made in the
renovation and refurbishment of the
law college building. During a recent
review, the court expressed its
satisfaction with the work carried
out.

The judicial body was informed that
the necessary repair work is in its
final stages. The college building is
expected to be ready for use by
December 22, marking a significant
step towards restoring its full
functionality.
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This development is expected to
benefit students and faculty,
providing them with a fully
functional academic environment.

Centre releases ¥1.92 lakh
crore in tax devolution
funds ahead of Diwali

The central government has released
tax devolution funds to states ahead
of the Diwali festival. This financial
transfer is intended to support state
budgets during the festive season.

According to  the state-wise
distribution, Uttar Pradesh emerged
as the largest beneficiary, receiving
an allocation of ¥19,208 crore. This
substantial amount reflects the
state’s demographic significance and
its economic contribution to the
national tax pool.

On the other hand, the state of
Sikkim received an allocation of ¥365
crore. This disparity in amounts
among states is standard in the tax
devolution process, as funds are
distributed based on population and
other constitutional criteria.

This pre-Diwali disbursement is a
regular financial measure by the
Centre, aimed at ensuring adequate
liquidity to meet states’ expenditure
needs during the peak spending
period of the year.

POLITICS

Sikkim Governor Reviews
Welfare Schemes and
Development Projects

k|

The Governor of Sikkim visited
several welfare scheme offices and
development project sites to review
their progress. During the visits he
met the Chief Minister and senior
officials and discussed the status of
ongoing initiatives. He emphasized
the importance of timely
implementation and identified gaps
that need to be addressed to ensure

schemes reach intended
beneficiaries. The Governor also
stressed the need for Dbetter

inter-departmental coordination and
robust monitoring mechanisms. In
concluding remarks, he stated that
the government will follow up on the
identified issues and work to
enhance the effectiveness of welfare
programmes and  development
projects.

Trump says he will accept
midterm results, will work
with Democrats

Washington Former President
Donald Trump said in a recent
statement that he will respect the
results of the upcoming US midterm
elections, regardless of the vote
count. He said that accepting the
results is essential for the stability of
the democratic process. Trump also
indicated that he 1is ready to
cooperate with members of the
Democratic Party on various issues.
He did not mention any specific
policy area, but the comment reflects
a willingness for dialogue between
the two sides. Political analysts
believe that if this stance translates
into reality, it could affect
post-election negotiations in
Congress. However, they caution that
concrete cooperation will depend on
the priorities of both sides and the
composition of the new House and
Senate. These remarks come as the
country prepares for a highly
competitive midterm election, with
many seats in the House and Senate
at stake. Observers will watch when
and how Trump's open sentiment is

actually implemented once the
election results are officially
certified.

Sikkim CM announces
hospital upgrades and
ropeway plan for hilly areas

o

The Chief Minister of Sikkim has
announced several development
initiatives aimed at improving
infrastructure and healthcare
services in the state’s hilly regions.
The announcement focuses on
modernizing local facilities in areas
with challenging terrain.

The proposed projects include the
upgrading of existing hospitals in the
hills. These enhancements aim to
provide better medical services and
reduce the need for patients to travel
long distances to lower altitudes for
treatment.

Additionally, the government has
proposed the construction of a
ropeway. This transportation
solution is designed to improve
connectivity in steep and remote
locations, making the movement of
people and goods more efficient.

These measures reflect the state
government’s commitment to
balanced regional development,
ensuring that residents of hilly areas
have access to essential services and
modern infrastructure.
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Danny Denzongpa spent 340
crore to keep Vijay Mallaya
out of Sikkim

bl

Indian entertainment and political
circles are roiled by a controversy
linking senior Bollywood actor
Danny Denzongpa to efforts to curb
the activities of fugitive industrialist
Vijay  Mallaya. Reports claim
Denzongpa spent 340 crore to
prevent Mallaya from entering the
state of Sikkim.

The allegation suggests a coordinated
attempt to block the businessman’s

entry into Sikkim, where
Denzongpa’s personal and
commercial ties are strong. The sum,
reported as <340 crore, raises

questions about the methods used to
enforce the restriction.

While early reports do not cite any
official legal process or court order,
the claim highlights the complex
intersection of celebrity influence,
regional politics and attempts to

chase high-profile economic
offenders. Local stakeholders are
watching closely as authorities
manage the presence of

controversial figures in the area.

The Indian Express, which broke the
story, has placed the matter in the
public spotlight, prompting calls for a
deeper investigation into the
financial and logistical arrangements
made to keep Mallaya out of the
region.

DEFENCE

Defense Minister Rajnath
Singh decides to celebrate
Diwali with troops on
Sikkim border

% hri Rajnath
on’ble Raksha

India's
Singh announced that he will
celebrate Diwali with the soldiers
stationed on the Sikkim border. The
ceremony will be held in the border
area, where troops will light lamps
and take part in  cultural
programmes. The event signals the
government's focus on boosting
morale of the forces and maintaining
readiness in the sensitive border
region. The Ministry of Defence said
the celebration will be conducted
under strict protocols and will not
interfere with operational duties.

Defense Minister Rajnath

POLITICS

Sikkim Governor Dushyant
Gandhi Holds First Meeting
with State Administration

Sikkim Governor Dushyant Gandhi
chaired his first formal coordination
meeting with the state
administration. The meeting aimed
to review current administrative
priorities and ensure smooth
functioning of the state's governance
mechanisms. It provided the
Governor a platform to engage
directly with senior officials and
understand the operational status of
various departments. Such
interactions are standard protocol
for a newly appointed or recently
active Governor to align with the
administrative agenda. While
immediate reports did not cite
specific policy decisions, the meeting
highlighted the Governor's role in
addressing emerging challenges and

maintaining administrative
efficiency. Ongoing consultations
between the Governor and the
administration are expected to
continue.

Sikkim Governor Celebrates
Diwali at Old Age Home

The Governor of Sikkim visited a
local old age home on the occasion of
Diwali, the festival of lights, and
celebrated the holiday with the
residents. The visit aimed to bring
the joy and festivity of the occasion
to senior citizens living in the home.

During the event the Governor
interacted with the residents,
participated in traditional
celebrations and conveyed his best
wishes. Such initiatives highlight
community engagement and the
importance of caring for the elderly,
especially during major cultural
festivals. The wvisit serves as a
reminder of social responsibility
towards the ageing population,
ensuring they feel included and
respected during the festive season.
The Governor's presence added
special significance to the Diwali
celebrations at the old age home.
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POLITICS

Parliamentary ICT
Committee Inspects STPI in
Gangtok

F - y B J 4

A delegation of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Communications and Information
Technology recently made an official
tour of the Software Technology
Parks of India (STPI) unit in Gangtok.
Committee members inspected the
park's infrastructure and reviewed
efforts to  promote  software
development and IT services in the
region. The tour forms a key part of
parliamentary oversight, aimed at
ensuring effective functioning of
national technology parks. During
discussions, the role of STPI Gangtok
in fostering the local tech ecosystem
and supporting IT professionals and
companies operating within the park
was emphasized. The committee
evaluated the current status of
projects and the support mechanisms
in place. The inspection reflects the
central government's notable push to
expand digital infrastructure in the
Northeastern states and to ensure
that technological hubs there receive
adequate attention and resources.

Central Minister Rajiv
Ranjan Singh Arrives in
Sikkim for a Three-Day Visit

Central Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh
has entered the state of Sikkim for a
three-day official tour, part of his
efforts to strengthen ties with the
northeastern region. Following his
arrival, the minister is expected to
attend a series of official events and
meetings. While a detailed itinerary
has not yet been released, the visit is
seen as crucial for bolstering
administrative and developmental
links. The presence of the central
minister underscores the central
government’s focus on the region;
local officials and government
representatives will participate in
the formalities of the tour. High-level
delegations to Sikkim are increasing,
highlighting the state’s growing
importance in national discourse and
regional development.
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AGRICULTURE

Construction of Sikkim Suri
Cow Conservation Centre
Announced, Says Vajiram
and Ravi

The Sikkim government has unveiled
a plan to establish a dedicated centre
for the conservation of the Suri cow,
aimed at halting the decline of this
indigenous breed. Announced
through Vajiram and Ravi, the
initiative underscores the state’s
commitment. The proposed centre
will preserve the genetic archive of
the Suri cow, provide a controlled
environment for breeding, and offer
technical assistance to local farmers.
Officials noted that the centre will
also focus on research into the
breed’s adaptation to the Himalayan
climate. While details on financing
and construction timelines remain
pending, the initiative is expected to
boost biodiversity conservation and
create employment opportunities for
rural communities.

Sikkim schools honoured at
cleanliness awards in
Gangtok

Government schools in Sikkim
received recognition at the Accessible
Alkem Cleanliness Awards 2026. The
ceremony took place in Gangtok,
acknowledging the schools'
commitment to cleanliness. The
award highlights ongoing efforts to
promote a hygienic environment in
Sikkim's  education  sector. It
specifically acknowledges the
contribution of these schools in
maintaining high standards of
sanitation. The Accessible Alkem
Cleanliness Awards 2026 provided a
platform to celebrate achievements
in cleanliness across various
institutions.

Sikkim High Court suspends
Mangar district judge
pending disciplinary action

The Sikkim High Court issued an
order suspending the district judge of
Mangar. The suspension will remain
in effect until the disciplinary
proceedings against the judge are
concluded. The decision means the
official will not perform judicial
duties pending the final outcome of
the investigation and any
disciplinary action. This standard
judicial protocol ensures fairness and
integrity during the internal inquiry.
Initial reports did not disclose the
nature of the allegations or the
timeline  for  resolution. The
suspension is pending the final result
of the disciplinary process.

Sikkim U-19 vs Meghalaya
U-19: Coach Behar Trophy
Plate clash in Rangpo

A four-day encounter between the
Sikkim Under-19 and Meghalaya
Under-19 teams will be staged in
Rangpo, Sikkim from 3 to 6
December 2026. The match forms
part of the Coach Behar Trophy Plate,
organized by the BCCI to give young
players exposure to multi-day
cricket. Both sides will aim to earn
points to progress to the next stage.
Local fans and cricket officials will be
closely watching the contest.

Only two judges at Sikkim
High Court cause delays in
appeal hearings

Appeal hearings at the Sikkim High
Court are being delayed because the
court has only two sitting judges.
These appeals, filed to review lower-
court decisions, cannot be heard due
to the limited bench, leading to a
growing backlog and forcing litigants
to wait for their hearings. Legal
experts have urged the state
government to appoint additional
judges to restore the court's capacity.
The situation highlights challenges
facing Sikkim's judicial
administration.
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WEATHER

Sikkim Records Clean Air
Across All Monitored Areas

The environmental department of
Sikkim reported that all air-quality
monitoring stations in the state
recorded readings in the national
AQI's 'Good' category. Data compiled
by the State Pollution Control Board
revealed that concentrations of
PM2.5, PM10, nitrogen dioxide, and
sulfur dioxide were well below the
limits set by the central board.
Officials attribute the results to low
population density, extensive forest
cover, and ongoing policies to reduce
vehicle emissions and promote clean
energy, especially in Gangtok and
major tourist sites. The clean air is
expected to improve public health
and benefit the tourism industry that
relies on Sikkim's natural beauty.
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