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Manipur: Talks with government end without results; CoTU to maintain 'no
compromise' shutdown

he Coordinating Body of
Tribal Unity (CoTU) has
announced that it will continue
the ongoing total shutdown in
Manipur without any concessions.

This decision was made after talks
with the state government failed
to yield a result.

Despite efforts to resolve the
current situation, the negotiations

did not produce a final outcome,
leading the tribal organization to
maintain its hardline stance. The
'no compromise' policy implies
that essential services and public

transport may remain disrupted
as part of the protest.

This move highlights the ongoing
tension between tribal leadership
and the administration in the

northeastern state. The
administration is expected to
monitor the situation to manage
the impact on daily life and public
safety.

SARKARI YOJANA

Cabinet approves
Integrated Pension Scheme

RN s

The Indian Cabinet has approved the
Integrated Pension Scheme, which
aims to consolidate multiple pension
schemes into a single framework.

The decision was taken at a recent
cabinet meeting, with the objective of

simplifying the pension
disbursement process for
government  employees across

various ministries.

By merging existing schemes, the

government hopes to reduce
administrative overhead and
increase transparency for
pensioners.
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230 sq km of forest burned
in Chandel since 2010: DFO

The District Forest Officer (DFO) of
Chandel district in Manipur has
drawn attention to the heavy damage
caused by fires in the regional forest
area. According to official figures
provided by the DFO, a total of 230
square kilometers of forest area was
affected by fires between 2010 and
2025.

This significant loss highlights the
persistent threat posed by forest fires
to the ecological balance of the
northeastern state. These figures
reflect the long-term trend of
vegetation damage to the local
environment over the past decade
and a half.

This report serves as a critical
indicator for forest management
officials in Manipur, emphasizing the
need for better fire prevention
systems and rapid response
mechanisms to protect the remaining
forest resources in Chandel.

Manipur shutdown
suspended for one week
after partial resolution of
Kuki group demands

EDUCATION

Manipur blocks Pangal
students from entering
Meitei schools after
stone-throwing clash

The prolonged shutdown in Manipur
has been temporarily suspended for
one week. This decision was taken
after a partial resolution of the
demands raised by the Kuki group.

The suspension of the shutdown is
intended to create an opportunity for
further dialogue and to provide relief
to the public from disruptions in
daily life and essential services.

Although the shutdown is suspended,
the situation remains sensitive. The
partial resolution of the Kuki group's
demands is seen as a step towards
de-escalating tensions, but a full
normalization of the situation is not
yet guaranteed.

The administration is expected to

carefully monitor the ground
situation during this one-week
suspension to ensure that this

temporary relief does not turn into a
resurfacing deadlock.
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On 18 October, a violent
stone-throwing clash erupted in
Kanghabok and Sangiyumpham,
resulting in one death. Local media
reported the incident, heightening
communal tensions in the region.
After the clash, families of Pangal
(Muslim) children said their children
could not enter schools in
Meitei-dense neighbourhoods.
Parents cited fear and irregular
security checks as barriers to regular
schooling. Local authorities
acknowledged the disruption,
appealed to both communities to
maintain peace, and are considering
measures to ensure safe education.
No further casualties have been
reported, but the incident
underscores the fragile communal
relations in the state.

Manipur faces rising
communal tensions,
government takes action

The rise in ethnic tensions in
Manipur has increased the risk of
communal violence. The government
has deployed additional security
forces in sensitive areas and initiated
dialogue with community leaders to
bring the situation under control
Officials are working hard to calm
the situation and restore peace in the
region.
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Manipur violence probe
extended to May 2027

The committee investigating the
ethnic violence that erupted in May
2023 in Manipur has been granted a
sixth extension by the government.
This is the sixth time the deadline
has been extended. The new deadline
is set for May 2027. The committee
was originally due to submit its
report by September 2023. However,
due to the complexity of the case and

the need for a  thorough
investigation, the deadline has been
repeatedly extended.

One-day awareness
program held on the role of
MSCW in Manipur

A one-day
dedicated to understanding the role
of the Manipur State Cooperative

awareness program

Welfare (MSCW) was
organized. The event aimed to
inform participants about the
organization's functions and its
impact on local communities.

recently

The program provided a platform to
discuss  the critical role of
cooperative structures in the state.
However, while initial reports did not
provide specific details regarding the
venue and key speakers, the focus
remained on the educational
outreach related to the MSCW's
mandate.

Such initiatives are typically
designed to  enhance  public
awareness about the contribution of
state-level cooperative bodies to
socio-economic development.

HEALTH

Two districts in Manipur
achieve 95-95-95 HIV targets
under NACO initiative
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Two districts in the northeastern
state of Manipur have achieved a
significant milestone in the fight
against HIV. Under the global
standards set by the National AIDS
Control Organisation (NACO) to end
the HIV epidemic, these districts
have successfully met the 95-95-95
targets.

The 95-95-95 targets indicate that
95% of people living with HIV know
their status, 95% of those are on
treatment, and 95% of those on
treatment have an undetectable viral
load. Achieving these targets is
crucial for preventing the further
spread of the virus.
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This success reflects the effectiveness
of targeted interventions and health
campaigns implemented in these
specific districts under the NACO
framework. This achievement also
serves as a model for other areas in
the state, which may draw
inspiration for their own HIV control
efforts.

Preserving Stressed Natural
Assets Emphasized in
Sangai Express Report

The Sangai Express published a
report urging immediate action to
safeguard natural assets that are
currently under stress. It points out
that these resources are facing
mounting pressures that threaten
their long-term viability. The article
calls on government bodies, local
communities and policymakers to
adopt effective conservation
strategies  without  delay. By
preserving these assets, the report
argues, India can maintain ecological
balance and secure benefits for
future generations.

ENTERTAINMENT

Governor Bhalla
Inaugurates First North
East Waree Leeba Festival
2026

Bhalla
inaugurated the first edition of the
North East Waree Leeba Festival
2026. The launch event marks the

Governor has officially

beginning of this new cultural
initiative aimed at promoting the
heritage and traditions of the
Northeast region.

The festival serves as a platform to
showcase the unique identity of the
area through various cultural
activities. By launching this event,
the administration aims to foster
greater awareness and appreciation
for the local customs and artistic
expressions of the Northeast.

This  inaugural celebration is
expected to set a precedent for future
editions, providing a dedicated space
for cultural exchange and
community engagement. The event
highlights the ongoing efforts to
preserve and promote the rich
cultural tapestry of the region.

POLITICS

Manipur Govt Orders
District-Level Peace
Committees for Grassroots
Reconciliation

The state government has issued a
directive requiring each district to
establish a peace committee aimed at

fostering reconciliation at the
grassroots level. The move is part of
a broader strategy to address local
tensions and promote dialogue
among communities. While the
directive outlines the need for
district-level bodies, it does not
specify the composition or funding
details, which are expected to be
clarified in subsequent notifications.

Manipur Govt Eyes UAPA
Action Against Armed
Groups Fueling Violence

The Government of Manipur is
reportedly evaluating the option to

invoke the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) against
armed groups that have been

involved in recent violent incidents
in the state. This potential legal move
aims to address the escalating
security challenges and curb the
activities of factions responsible for
law and order disturbances.

The decision comes amid persistent
tensions that have affected the daily
lives of residents in various parts of

Manipur. By considering the
invocation of UAPA, the state
administration  signals a  shift

towards stricter legal measures to
counter organized violence. The
UAPA is a central law that allows for
the detention of individuals
suspected of engaging in unlawful
activities, including terrorism and
secessionist movements.

While the final administrative order
has not yet been publicly detailed,
the move indicates a significant
escalation in the state's approach to
handling security threats. Authorities
are expected to assess the legal
implications and ensure that any
action taken aligns with
constitutional  provisions  while
addressing the urgent need for peace
and stability in the region.
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Manipur recovers 85% of
looted police arms, seizes
4,000+ weapons

Security forces in Manipur have
announced a significant success in
restoring law and order by
recovering 85% of the weapons that
were looted from police stations. This
major recovery marks a turning
point in the state's efforts to secure
its armories and reduce the
circulation of illicit firearms.

In addition to the recovery of
previously looted stock, authorities
have seized over 4,000 additional
weapons in recent operations. These
seizures indicate a  sustained
crackdown on illegal arms trade and
possession within the region.

The state government and security
agencies have emphasized that these
operations are part of a broader
strategy to ensure public safety and
stability. The recovered weapons are
being processed for forensic analysis
and return to official custody.

Officials stated that the high recovery
rate reflects the coordinated efforts
of local police and central security
forces. Continued vigilance is
expected to further reduce the
availability of illegal arms in the
state.

Manipur CM warns armed
groups of UAPA action over
civilian attacks

The Chief Minister of Manipur has
issued a direct warning to armed
groups operating in the state,
emphasizing that any further attacks
on civilians will result in strict legal
consequences. The state leadership
has made it clear that the safety of
the general public is a non-negotiable
priority for the administration.

In a firm statement, the CM declared
that the government is prepared to

invoke the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) against
individuals and groups found
responsible for targeting non-

combatants. This move signals a
significant escalation in the state's
approach to dealing with internal
security challenges and violence.

The warning comes amidst ongoing
tensions in the region, where
incidents of violence have raised
serious concerns about the security
of ordinary citizens. By threatening
to use the stringent provisions of the
UAPA, the state government aims to
deter further aggression and restore
a sense of normalcy for the residents
of Manipur.

The administration has reiterated its
commitment to maintaining law and
order, urging all parties to refrain
from actions that jeopardize the
peace and security of the state. The
use of such central legislation
underscores the gravity with which
the state government views the
recent spate of attacks on civilians.

Supreme Court directs CBI
to produce third victim in
Manipur violence case

The Supreme Court of India has
issued a specific directive to the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
regarding an ongoing case involving
sexual violence in Manipur. The apex
court has ordered the agency to
produce the third victim in the case
before the bench.

This directive comes as part of the
judicial oversight of serious human
rights violations and crimes alleged
during the ethnic tensions in the
northeastern state. The court's
intervention highlights the gravity of
the allegations and the need for
proper legal proceedings involving
the victims.

The CBI is currently investigating the
incident, and the court's order
ensures that the victim's statement
and condition are formally recorded
in the presence of the judiciary. Legal
representatives are expected to
follow up on the compliance of this
order in subsequent hearings.

Manipur: Kangpokpi on
second day of shutdown
after two Kuki youths killed

The Kangpokpi district in Manipur
witnessed a shutdown on Tuesday,
marking the second consecutive day
of disruption in the region. The halt
in normal activities is a response to
the recent killing of two Kuki youths,
which has triggered widespread
and grief among the
community.

unrest

Local residents and community
members have observed the
shutdown, leading to the suspension
of daily routines and public services
in the area. The incident has
heightened tensions, with the
community demanding justice for
the deceased.

While specific details regarding the
perpetrators or the exact
circumstances of the killing are part
of the ongoing situation, the
immediate impact has been a
complete standstill in the district.
Authorities are monitoring the
ground situation to ensure safety and
order.
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The shutdown wunderscores the
fragile peace in the region, where
such incidents often lead to
prolonged disruptions. The
community remains in a state of
mourning and vigilance as they
await a resolution to the incident.

Manipur Radio Station
Bridges Ethnic Divides

Radio Highway, a unique initiative in
Manipur, is working to bridge ethnic
divides through the power of radio.
Operated by a team of Kuki, Meitei,
and Naga individuals, the station

broadcasts a diverse range of
programs, including local news,
cultural content, and music. The aim
is to connect communities and foster
understanding between different
groups within the state. The station's
founders believe that radio can be a
powerful tool for promoting peace
and reconciliation, particularly in a
region where ethnic tensions have
often flared.

Manipur Insurgent
Arrested in Delhi Under
Anti-Terror Law

Delhi police arrested a suspect from
Manipur who has been charged

under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). The arrest
took place in Delhi on Monday
during a coordinated operation by
the Anti-Terror Squad.

The suspect, identified as a member
of an insurgent group active in
Manipur, was apprehended after a
brief confrontation at a public area
in the capital. Police officials said the
operation was part of an ongoing
effort to curb insurgent activities that
have affected security in the
northeastern state.

Delhi Police will file the case in the
appropriate court and the suspect is
expected to appear before the
authorities for further questioning.
The arrest is seen as a significant step
in the national campaign against
terrorism and insurgency.

KCP Unveils Third Volume
of Journal
'Lanthengminnasi Eikhoi' in
Imphal

The Kachari Cultural Preservation
(KCP) has officially released the third
volume of its journal, titled
'Lanthengminnasi  Eikhoi'. The
launch event took place in Imphal,
the capital of Manipur.
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This publication serves as a
significant  contribution to the
preservation and documentation of
the Kachari language and cultural
heritage. The journal aims to keep
the linguistic traditions of the
Kachari community alive for future
generations.

The release of this third volume
marks a continued effort by the
organization to promote cultural
awareness and academic interest in
the region's indigenous languages.

Thousands Rally in
Manipur's Ukhrul, Kamjong
Demand Assam Rifles
Withdrawal
NS
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Tensions the

remained high in
northern districts of Manipur as
thousands of people took to the
streets in Ukhrul and Kamjong. The
large-scale rally was organized to

voice strong opposition to the
continued presence of security forces

in the area.

The primary demand of the
protesters was the immediate
withdrawal of  Assam  Rifles

personnel from these districts. The
gathering reflected the deep-seated
frustration  among the local
population regarding the ongoing
security situation and the impact of
military deployment on daily life.

While the exact number of
participants was not officially
confirmed, witnesses described the
crowds as substantial, indicating
significant public mobilization in the
region. The event underscores the
persistent challenges in restoring
normalcy in parts of Manipur.

Local authorities are monitoring the
situation closely to prevent any
escalation of violence. The rally
highlights the complex social and
political dynamics that continue to
define the crisis in the state.

Joint Forces Launch
Massive Search in

Manipur's Noney After
Deadly Clash

Joint security forces have launched a
massive search operation in the

Noney district of Manipur. The
operation was triggered by a recent
militant clash in the area that led to
the death of three individuals.

The incident has heightened security
concerns in the region, prompting a
coordinated response from local law
enforcement and defense personnel.
Authorities are currently combing
through the area to secure the site
and investigate the circumstances
surrounding the encounter.

While specific details regarding the
identities of the deceased and the
exact nature of the militant group
involved are being verified, the
primary focus of the joint forces
remains on restoring order and
preventing further escalation in the
volatile zone.

Manipur: Taphou Kuki
Village Demands NIA Probe
into Double Killing

Residents of Taphou Kuki village in
Manipur have formally sought an
investigation by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) into the
recent killing of two civilians. The
community has raised concerns
about the nature of the incident,
alleging that it is part of a broader
pattern of attacks in the region.

The villagers believe that the
complexity and severity of the crime
require a specialized federal-level
inquiry rather than a local police
investigation. By invoking the NIA,
the community aims to ensure a
thorough and unbiased examination
of the circumstances surrounding the
deaths.

This demand highlights the ongoing
tensions and security challenges
faced by communities in the state.
The call for a higher-level probe
underscores the residents' desire for
justice and accountability in the face
of what they describe as repeated
violent incidents.

POLITICS

Naga Groups Demand
Permanent Political
Solution to Manipur Crisis

Naga political ~ groups have
collectively appealed for a
permanent political solution to

address the deep-seated ethnic and
political tensions in Manipur. The
groups argue that temporary
measures are insufficient to restore
long-term peace and stability in the
state.

The demand centers on establishing
a framework that ensures equitable
representation and addresses the
historical grievances of the Naga
community within the state's
political structure. Leaders from
these groups have stressed that a
lasting peace requires a political
settlement rather than  just
administrative or security-focused
interventions.

This call for a political resolution
comes amid ongoing efforts by the
central government and @ state
administration to manage the crisis.
The Naga groups are seeking
dialogue and institutional changes
that can prevent future conflicts and
promote coexistence between
different communities in Manipur.
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The development highlights the
complexity of the situation, where

ethnic identities and political
demands intersect. Stakeholders are
now watching for any official
response from the government
regarding these specific political
demands.

Manipur Police Seize 117
Gambling Dice, Detain Five
in District Crackdown

Manipur police have intensified their

efforts to curb illegal gambling
activities by conducting a district-
wide crackdown. During the
operation, law enforcement officials
successfully seized 117 gambling
dice.

In the same drive, five individuals
were detained for their involvement
in these illegal activities. The police
stated that the crackdown was part
of a broader initiative to maintain
law and order and prevent the
spread of gambling dens in the
region.

The seized items have been taken
into custody, and the detained
individuals are likely to face legal
action  under relevant laws.
Authorities have assured the public
that such operations will continue to

ensure a safe and secure
environment.

3 Arrested in Imphal East
for Illegal Liquor Supply;
580 Litres Seized

Law enforcement agencies in
Manipur have taken action against
the illegal alcohol trade in the state's
capital region. In a recent operation,
police personnel from the Imphal
East district arrested three
individuals on charges of supplying
prohibited liquor.

During the raid, authorities seized a
significant quantity of contraband,
specifically 580 litres of illegal liquor.
The crackdown is part of ongoing
efforts to curb the sale and
distribution of unlicensed alcoholic
beverages in the area.

The arrested individuals are now in
police custody, where further
investigation is underway to
determine the source of the supply

chain and identify any other
associates involved in the illegal
activity.

Suspected militants open
fire on vehicles on Imphal-

A security incident occurred on the
Imphal-Ukhrul road in Manipur,
where suspected militants opened
fire on moving passenger vehicles.
The attack targeted civilians
traveling along this major highway
connecting the state capital to the
eastern districts.

Local authorities confirmed that the
gunfire was directed at the vehicles
but reported that no passengers or
drivers were injured in the incident.
The specific number of vehicles
targeted has not been detailed in the
initial reports, but the area was
immediately cordoned off for
security checks.

The Imphal-Ukhrul route is a critical
transport artery in the state,
frequently used by commuters and
commercial traffic. Such incidents
have raised concerns regarding the
safety of civilians in the region,
prompting a heightened security
presence along the stretch.

Police and security forces have been
deployed in the area to investigate
the source of the firing and ensure
the safety of travelers. The incident is
being treated as a serious threat to

public order, and efforts are
underway to identify the
perpetrators responsible for the
attack.

Ukhrul: TNL-led rally

demands end to Manipur
ethnic conflict, S0O repeal

BMR

A significant public demonstration
was held in Ukhrul district of
Manipur, where hundreds of people
gathered to voice their concerns
regarding the ongoing ethnic
tensions in the state. The rally was
specifically organized to demand a
definitive end to the communal strife
that has affected the region.

The protest was spearheaded by the
Tangkhul Naga Long (TNL), acting in
coordination with various Tangkhul
frontal organizations. These groups
operated under the broader aegis of
the United Naga Council (UNQ),
highlighting a unified front among
the community leaders.

A key demand raised during the rally
was the abrogation of the Status Quo
(So) pact. The participants argued
that this agreement has not resolved
the underlying issues and called for
its repeal to pave the way for a more
equitable resolution to the conflict.

The event underscores the continued
political and social mobilization in
Manipur as local communities seek

tangible changes in the
administrative and legal frameworks
governing the region's ethnic
dynamics.
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Manipur: Gunfight kills 3
cadres; govt sets up district
peace panels

Violence in Manipur has escalated
with the killing of three cadres in a
recent gunfight. The incident has
raised concerns over the security
situation in the state, where tensions
have been high in recent times.

In response to the lethal encounter
the state government has taken
immediate administrative steps to
de-escalate the situation. Authorities
have announced the formation of
peace panels across various districts.
These bodies are intended to engage
with  local  stakeholders and
community leaders to foster dialogue
and maintain law and order.

The move aims to address the root
causes of the conflict and ensure a
more stable environment for
residents. While specific details
regarding the location and
circumstances of the gunfight are
being verified, the government's
focus remains on restoring peace
through these newly constituted
district-level committees.

HEALTH

Kangpokpi Christian
Hospital Expands Services
with New Centre

The Kangpokpi Christian Hospital, a
long-standing institution in Manipur,
has inaugurated a new centre to
enhance its healthcare offerings. This
expansion aims to improve access to
medical services for the local
community. The hospital, established
over a century ago, has been
providing essential healthcare to the
region for generations. The new
centre will likely offer additional
specialized services and facilities,
further strengthening the hospital's
capacity to serve the needs of the
people.

POLITICS

Manipur CoTU pauses
shutdown, sets 7-day
deadline for govt over Kuki
youths' killing

The Coordinating Committee of
Trade Unions (CoTU) in Manipur has
decided to pause its ongoing state-
wide shutdown in response to the
recent killing of two Kuki youths. The
decision to suspend the protest
comes after the incident sparked
significant tension and calls for
accountability within the state.
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In a formal communication, CoTU
has issued a strict deadline to the
Manipur government, granting them
seven days to take decisive action
regarding the incident.  The
committee emphasized that this
pause is conditional and contingent
upon the authorities' response to
their demands.

The body warned that if the
government fails to act within the
stipulated timeframe, the shutdown
will resume with full force. This
development highlights the
continued volatility in the region,
where trade unions play a pivotal
role in addressing communal and
social grievances.

The killing of the two youths has
drawn widespread attention, with
various groups demanding a
thorough investigation and swift
justice. The coming week is expected
to be crucial in determining whether
the state administration can restore
stability or if further unrest is likely
to erupt.

Manipur's 'Radio Gaga'
Unites Kuki, Meitei, Naga
Voices for Peace

i

In the midst of ongoing tensions in
Manipur, a unique community radio
initiative known as 'Radio Gaga' has
emerged as a platform for dialogue.
The program focuses on bridging the
divide between different ethnic
communities in the state.

The initiative specifically brings
together voices from the Kuki, Meitei,
and Naga communities. By sharing a
single microphone, these groups
engage in conversations aimed at
fostering mutual understanding and
social harmony.

The approach emphasizes direct
communication and shared
experiences to address the social
fractures caused by the recent
conflict. This grassroots effort seeks
to create a space where diverse
perspectives can coexist peacefully.

While the broader situation in
Manipur remains complex, 'Radio
Gaga' represents a localized attempt
to rebuild community bonds through
media and open dialogue.

Ukhrul Residents Stage
Rally Demanding End to
Ethnic Violence and
Militancy

Residents of Ukhrul in Manipur
gathered for a significant public rally
to voice their opposition to the
persistent ethnic strife in the region.
The demonstration served as a
platform for the community to
demand an immediate end to the
violence that has disrupted daily life.

The protest specifically targeted the
activities of Kuki militant groups,
with participants calling for their de-
escalation and removal from the
area. The mood at the venue was
charged, reflecting the deep-seated
frustration among locals regarding
the security situation.

While specific slogans and demands
were raised by the crowd, the core
message remained focused on
restoring peace and stability. The
event  highlights the growing
pressure on authorities to address
the root causes of the conflict and
ensure the safety of civilians in
Ukhrul.

This rally adds to the series of civic
actions in Manipur aimed at
resolving the long-standing ethnic
tensions. Observers note that such
public displays of unity are crucial in
pushing for a diplomatic and
peaceful resolution to the crisis.
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