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DEFENCE

IAF IL-76MD Sets World Record With Historic Landing At 13,629 Feet In
Ladakh

he Indian Air Force has
achieved a significant

milestone in aviation by
successfully landing its IL-76MD
heavy-lift transport aircraft at the
Nyoma airfield in Ladakh. This
feat marks a historic moment as
the aircraft touched down at an
altitude of 13,629 feet, setting a

new world record for such
operations.

The Nyoma airfield, situated in the
high-altitude region of Ladakh,
presents extreme operational
challenges due to its elevation and
harsh weather conditions. The
successful landing of the IL-76MD

demonstrates the advanced
capabilities of the Indian Air Force
in conducting logistics and
transport missions in some of the
most difficult terrains in the
world.

This achievement underscores the
strategic importance of

maintaining air superiority and
logistical support in border areas.
The IL-76MD is a critical asset for
the IAF, capable of carrying heavy
equipment and personnel to
remote locations where other
aircraft may struggle to operate
effectively.

The event highlights the rigorous
training and technical proficiency
of the IAF pilots and ground crew,
who executed the landing with
precision. This record-setting
performance reinforces India's
position as a leader in high-
altitude aviation operations.

EDUCATION

Ladakh Activist's Wife
Blames Bureaucrats for
Stalling Kindergarten

Angmo, the wife of prominent
Ladakh activist Sonam Wancghuk,
has leveled sharp criticism at the
local administration regarding the
stalled operations of the Desert
Flower School. She described the
bureaucratic obstacles faced by the
institution as being worse than those
encountered during British colonial
rule, highlighting the frustration
caused by the lack of progress.

The controversy centers on the
Himalayan Institute of Alternatives,
Ladakh (HIAL), which runs the
Desert Flower School. Angmo alleged
that administrative delays have
hindered the school's ability to
function effectively, pointing to a
systemic issue in how such
educational initiatives are handled in
the region.

In response to the allegations, the
Ladakh administration issued a
statement clarifying its position.
Officials stated that the Desert Flower
School had commenced functioning
without obtaining the necessary
approvals from the competent
authority. The administration
emphasized that compliance with
regulatory requirements is
mandatory for any educational
institution to operate legally.

The exchange underscores the
ongoing tension between local
activists and the administration in
Ladakh, particularly concerning
educational infrastructure and
regulatory compliance. While the
administration cites procedural
violations, activists argue that such
delays negatively impact the
community's access to alternative
education.

EDUCATION

Ladakh Admin Orders
Sonam Wangchuk's School
to Halt All Classes Pending
Court Verdict

The Ladakh administration has
issued a stern directive to Angmo, the
school founded by activist Sonam
Wangchuk, ordering it to stop
conducting classes immediately. The
notice explicitly advises the
institution not to undertake any
actions towards the functioning or
commencement of its activities.

According to the official
communication, the school is
prohibited from resuming operations
until the court decides the case or
issues further directions. The
administration has linked the
continuation of academic activities
directly to the outcome of the
ongoing legal proceedings.

This move highlights the strict
regulatory stance taken by the local
authorities regarding the operational
status of the institution. The notice
serves as a legal hold, ensuring that
no academic or administrative
functions proceed without judicial
clearance.

The situation underscores the
complex legal and administrative
challenges surrounding the school's
operations in the region.
Stakeholders are now awaiting the
court's final decision to determine
the future trajectory of the
institution's academic calendar.

AGRICULTURE

Ladakh Farmers Harvest
Saffron in 30 Days, Boosting
Income Hopes

A recent agricultural initiative in
Ladakh has demonstrated the
viability of cultivating high-value
saffron in the region's challenging
terrain. The experiment transformed
barren land into productive saffron
fields within a span of just 30 days.

The trial run yielded significant
results, with farmers collecting
nearly 22 grams of saffron in only
four days of harvesting. This rapid
production cycle highlights the crop's
potential to fit into the short growing
seasons typical of the high-altitude
region.

The success of this pilot project is
raising hopes among local
agricultural communities. Saffron,
known as 'red gold' for its high
market value, could serve as a
crucial new source of income for
farmers in Ladakh, diversifying their
economic activities beyond
traditional crops.

This development marks a notable
shift in the region's agricultural
landscape, proving that even
previously underutilized or barren
plots can be converted into profitable
farming zones with the right crop
selection and management.

POLITICS

Ladakh Traders Criticize
Wangchuk's Dry UT
Demand, Question Wine
Licence

Ladakh's liquor trade community has
voiced strong opposition to activist
Sonam Wangchuk's recent demand
to declare the Union Territory a dry
zone. Traders argue that the
proposed ban is selective, pointing
out that other substances and habits,
such as drug use, smoking, and meat
consumption, have not been
similarly targeted for restriction.

The industry representatives
questioned the consistency of the
demand, suggesting that if the goal is
to curb harmful consumption, the
approach should be comprehensive
rather than focused solely on alcohol.
They emphasized that the livelihoods
of many in the region depend on the
legal sale of liquor.

Furthermore, the traders raised
specific questions regarding
Wangchuk's personal involvement in
the sector. They noted the existence
of a license for his wine brand,
asking why his own commercial
interests in the alcohol industry were
not considered when making such
broad political demands.
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The controversy highlights the
growing tension between
environmental and social activists
and local economic stakeholders in
Ladakh. While Wangchuk advocates
for a healthier society, the trade body
maintains that a blanket ban would
be economically damaging and
logically inconsistent without
addressing other lifestyle choices.

POLITICS

Ladakh Administration
Denies Sonam Wangchuk's
Claims on Liquor Policy

Sonam Wangchuk, a prominent
figure known for his work in
promoting sustainable development
in Ladakh, had recently alleged that
the administration was promoting
alcohol consumption by allowing the
opening of bars in close proximity to
educational institutions. He
expressed concerns that this would
negatively impact the youth and the
overall well-being of the community.
However, the Ladakh administration
has strongly denied these allegations,
stating that they are 'false and
baseless'. They maintain that the
liquor policy is in place to regulate
alcohol sales and consumption
responsibly, and that there is no
intention to promote alcohol
consumption.

POLITICS

Ladakh withdraws alcohol
policy following public
opposition

The Ladakh administration has
withdrawn the alcohol policy for
2026-27 that was introduced on June
1. The policy aimed to regulate the
sale and consumption of alcohol in
the region, but residents and social
groups who voiced concerns about
its potential impact on local
communities protested against it.
Following these presentations, the
administration decided to rescind the
policy on August 26.
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