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BUSINESS

Goa's New Direction: Strategic Shift from Tourism to Technology and Al

he Goa state government has
T announced a strategic shift
in its economic development plan,
aimed at reducing its heavy
reliance on the tourism sector.
Under this new initiative, the state
is focusing on positioning itself as

a hub for artificial intelligence (AI)
and emerging technologies.

The objective of this move is to
build a more diversified and
sustainable economy for the state.
By integrating Al and technology
into its development model, Goa

aims to attract new types of
investment and create high-skill
employment opportunities beyond
the seasonal limits of tourism.

The state has prepared a roadmap
to foster a technology-friendly
ecosystem, marking a significant

departure from its identity as a
traditional leisure destination.
This transition aims to establish
Goa as a progressive region in
India's broader technological
landscape.

However, while tourism remains a
vital part of the state's heritage,
this new focus on technology is
expected to promote long-term
sustainable development and
modernize local infrastructure.

Revenue Department
Creates Common Cadre for
Group C District Staff

The Revenue Department has taken a
significant step toward
administrative reform by forming a
common cadre for Group C district
staff. The aim of this move is to
standardize the responsibilities of
these officers across various districts
and more
approach to revenue administration.

ensure a uniform

Under this new framework, Group C
staff members will be managed
under an integrated structure, which
is expected to improve coordination
and efficiency within the
department. This common cadre is
designed to eliminate previous
inconsistencies in staffing and
operational protocols at the district
level.

This decision reflects the
department's ongoing efforts to
modernize its workforce

management and provide better
services to the public. By creating a
single cadre, the administration
seeks to facilitate smoother transfers
and career progression for Group C
employees.
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The implementation of this common
cadre is part of broader efforts to
strengthen the institutional capacity
of the Revenue Department, enabling
district-level  operations to be
conducted with greater transparency
and accountability.

TECHNOLOGY

Smart City Control Center
Inactive, Citing Cause for
Traffic Jams and Public
Outcry

The control center, responsible for
coordinating traffic signals, was
found to be inactive during peak
hours, resulting in erratic traffic flow
and extensive jams. Commuters
reported significant delays and
frustration, and the incident sparked
public criticism of the city's smart
infrastructure management. Officials
announced an investigation into the
failure and planned to upgrade the
monitoring system to prevent future
disruptions.

POLITICS

Sankalp Amonkar Joins Goa
Cabinet as Minister Ahead
of 2027 Polls

CABINET MIN\S

Sankalp Amonkar, a Member of the
Legislative Assembly in Goa, has
been sworn in as a minister. He is
now part of Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant's government.

The induction of Amonkar into the
cabinet addresses a vacancy that
arose following the departure of
former minister Ravi Naik. This
move comes as the state gears up for
the upcoming 2027 elections.

IIT Goa Professor's
Al-Resistant Exam Format
Sparks Nationwide Buzz

-~ . C — ——

IIT Goa faculty member introduced

an  unconventional  assessment
method that deliberately limits the
use of artificial intelligence. The
format requires students to solve
problems in real time without
relying on generative Al, prompting
a wave of discussion among
educators and students nationwide.
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The professor shared the exam
guidelines on social media,
highlighting that the approach tests
fundamental understanding rather
than the ability to prompt Al. Within
hours, the post garnered thousands
of likes, comments, and shares, with
many praising the move as a needed
check on Al-driven shortcuts in
academia.

Education experts have noted that
while AI tools can aid learning,
assessments must evolve to ensure
genuine comprehension. The IIT Goa
experiment is being watched closely,
with several institutions reportedly
considering  similar  Al-resistant
testing models.

The viral spread of the format
underscores growing concerns about
AI's role in higher education and
reflects a broader debate on
maintaining academic integrity in
the digital age.

TECHNOLOGY

Government Signs MoU
with US Firm for Use of Al
in Governance

Artificial Intelligence
Machine Learning

Neural Networks

Generative
Models

The Indian government has entered
into a formal agreement with a US-
based company to explore the
integration of artificial intelligence
(AI) in governance systems. This
move represents a strategic shift
toward leveraging advanced
technology to enhance
administrative efficiency and
decision-making processes.

Under the Memorandum  of
Understanding (MoU), both parties
will collaborate to identify specific
areas in public administration where
Al tools can be effectively deployed.
The partnership aims to streamline
and improve the delivery of services
to citizens through data-driven
insights.

However, while the specific name of
the American firm was not detailed
in the immediate announcement, the
collaboration highlights the
government's broader initiative to
modernize its digital infrastructure.
According to officials, this is a
significant step in aligning India's
public sector with global
technological advancements.
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The agreement focuses on
exploratory phases to assess the
feasibility and impact of AI solutions
in government departments. This
approach allows for structured
evaluation before any large-scale
implementation.

New Course at Goa College
to Prepare for Marriag
5 PR TR

A college in Goa has taken a unique
step to prepare young people for

marriage. The institution has
launched a new course designed to
equip students with the skills and
knowledge required for successful
and fulfilling marital relationships.
No information has yet been released
regarding the course's curriculum or
target audience. This initiative has
sparked curiosity and debate among
educators and the general public,
with some praising the college's
progressive approach while others
question its practicality.

Tourists Arrive in Goa on
First Charter Flight from
UK

300 tourists have arrived in Goa on
the first charter flight from the UK.
This marks the resumption of
international  tourism to Goa
following restrictions imposed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The arrival
of this flight is seen as a positive sign
for Goa's tourism industry, which
relies heavily on foreign visitors.

Goa to Use Al to Promote
Language Services in
Tourism

Goa state plans to leverage artificial
intelligence (AI) as a strategic tool to
revitalize its vital tourism sector. The
initiative aims to enhance visitors'
overall experience by eliminating
language barriers and offering more

sophisticated communication
channels. This move reflects Goa's
commitment to modernising its
tourism infrastructure and
embracing technological progress. By
integrating AI, the state intends to
provide a smoother and more
welcoming environment for tourists,
potentially boosting economic gains
from the industry. Specific AI
applications are expected to focus on
improving how the tourism economy
interacts and engages with a diverse
international clientele, including
Al-powered translation services,
personalised recommendations, and
enhanced customer support.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Goa's Gaming Destination
Sets World Record

A gaming destination in Goa has
made history by setting a new world

record. The achievement has
garnered international attention and
brought people together from across
the globe. Details about the specific
record set and the nature of the
gaming destination are yet to be
released publicly. The news has

generated excitement and
anticipation among gaming
enthusiasts worldwide.

MGP Demands Tough Seat-

Sharing Deal with BJP in
Goa

The Gomantak

Maharashtrawadi
Party (MGP) is reportedly preparing
to negotiate a tough deal with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for seat-

sharing in the upcoming Goa
Assembly elections. The MGP is
seeking a significant number of seats
to contest, aiming to increase its
influence in the state's political
landscape. The outcome of these
negotiations will likely have a
significant impact on the electoral
dynamics in Goa.

POLITICS

Pressure on BJP
government in Goa over
tribal reservation

Tribal communities in Goa are
pressuring the BJP government to
grant political reservation. They have
issued an ultimatum stating that the
government must act their
demands or face the consequences.

on

Specific demands and potential
outcomes have not yet been
disclosed. The situation is being

closely watched as it could impact
the political landscape of Goa.

POLITICS

State files petition in
Supreme Court against High
Court suspension of
population data

A state has filed a petition in the
Supreme Court seeking to remove
the suspension imposed by the High

Court on its recently released
population data. The High Court had
stayed the notification on procedural
grounds. The state argues that the
data is essential for planning and
development. The Supreme Court
will now review the case and decide
whether to lift the suspension. The
decision will have implications for
the use of population statistics.

FC Goa Fumes Over
Bengaluru's Controversial
Stoppage-Time Winner

The atmosphere remained tense
after the final whistle blew, as FC Goa
players and management voiced
their frustration over the conclusion
of the match against Bengaluru FC.
The controversy centers on a goal
scored by Bengaluru in the stoppage
time, which many observers and the

visiting team believe was
questionable.
FC Goa left the pitch visibly unhappy,

arguing that the decision to allow the
goal to stand was unjust. The
incident has sparked discussions
about the refereeing decisions in the
league, with the Goa side claiming
that the timing and validity of the
goal were disputed.

While Bengaluru FC celebrated the
victory secured in the dying
moments of the game, the opposing
team's reaction highlights the high
stakes and emotional intensity of the
league. The controversy is expected
to draw further scrutiny from fans
and football analysts in the coming
days.

LIFESTYLE

Goa's Eco-Friendly Diwali
Traditions Face Modern
Shifts

The state of Goa, historically known
for its environmentally conscious
approach to the festival of lights, is
currently experiencing a notable
shift in its Diwali traditions. While
the region has long been associated
with eco-friendly practices during
the festival, recent trends indicate a
move towards more modern styles of
celebration.
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This change reflects a broader
evolution in how festivals are
observed in the region, blending
traditional values with contemporary
influences. The shift highlights the
dynamic nature of cultural practices
as they adapt to changing societal
norms and preferences.

Observers note that this transition
marks a significant moment for Goa's

cultural identity, as the state
navigates between preserving its
unique heritage and embracing

modernization. The specific details of
these modern shifts continue to
unfold the festival
progresses.

as season

Sankalp to Finally Join
Cabinet After Four-Year
Wait

After a long period of anticipation,
Sankalp is finally poised to join the
cabinet. This appointment comes
after a four-year wait, during which
time Sankalp has likely been actively
involved in political activities and
campaigning. The specific cabinet
portfolio that Sankalp will be
assigned to remains undisclosed at
this time. This development is sure to
be closely watched by political
observers and the general public
alike.

Supreme Court Upholds
Tarun Tejpal's 10-Year
Sentence in 2013 Rape Case

New Delhi — The Supreme Court has
refused to suspend the ten-year jail
term imposed on journalist Tarun
Tejpal for a rape offence dating back
to 2013. The apex court's order leaves
the conviction and sentence intact,
confirming that Tejpal must continue
to serve the full term.

The bench heard petitions seeking
relief from the prison sentence, but
concluded that the legal proceedings
leading to the conviction were not
meritless. Consequently, the court
rejected the request for a stay of
execution.

Legal experts note that the decision
underscores the judiciary's stance on
upholding convictions in high-profile
sexual assault cases, reinforcing the

principle that appeals do not
automatically halt sentences.
The ruling marks the Ilatest

development in a case that has
drawn significant public and media
attention since the original verdict
was delivered.

Tarun Tejpal, a former media
executive, remains incarcerated
while further legal options, if any, are
explored through the regular
appellate process.

Woman Granted Bail in
Overseas Job Fraud Case,
Court Orders Release

The court today granted bail to a
woman charged with facilitating an
overseas job fraud scheme.

The decision allows her temporary
release while the case proceeds.

The ruling underscores the court’s
approach to ensuring that accused
persons remain available for trial
while respecting legal safeguards.

POLITICS

Goa CM seeks reopening of
153 iron ore leases in
Western Ghats

The Chief Minister of Goa has
formally pitched for the reopening of
153 iron ore mining leases. These
specific leases are situated within the
ecologically sensitive areas of the
Western Ghats, a region known for

its rich biodiversity and

environmental significance.

The proposal highlights a significant
tension between industrial resource
extraction and environmental
conservation in the state. By seeking
the reinstatement of these leases, the
state government is emphasizing the
economic potential of the mining
sector in these specific zones.

The Western Ghats are designated as
ecologically sensitive, meaning any
mining activity in these areas is
subject to strict regulatory scrutiny.
The move by the Goa leadership aims
to address the status of these
dormant or restricted mining rights,
potentially impacting local
environmental policies and
economic planning.

This development underscores the
ongoing debate in India regarding
the balance between utilizing natural
resources for economic growth and
preserving critical ecological
habitats.

FC Goa vs Bengaluru FC:
Intense rivalry in the
Indian Super League

The intensity of the rivalry between
FC Goa and Bengaluru FC in the
Indian Super League (ISL) has seen a

notable increase. This sporting
antagonism has become a central
topic of discussion among fans and
analysts, setting it apart from other
matches in the league.
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This
several

rivalry has emerged from
high-stakes = encounters
where both teams have fought for
dominance. These matches have
showcased aggressive tactics and a
strong desire to defeat the opponent,
creating a tense atmosphere in the
stadiums.

Sports commentary has noted that
this specific rivalry adds a layer of
uncertainty to the ISL calendar. The
competitive spirit displayed by both
squads ensures that their fixtures are
often decisive for the league's
standings and playoff qualification.

As the league progresses, the clash
between FC Goa and Bengaluru FC
remains one of the most anticipated
events, with supporters on both sides
fueling the narrative of this 'fierce’
rivalry.

FC Goa vs Bengaluru FC:
The Intense Rivalry
Defining Indian Super
League

The Indian Super League (ISL) is
witnessing a significant rise in the
intensity of the rivalry between FC
Goa and Bengaluru FC. This sporting
feud has become a central talking
point among fans and analysts,
distinguishing it from  other
matchups in the league.

The animosity between the two clubs
stems from a series of high-stakes
encounters where both teams have
fought for dominance. These matches
are characterized by aggressive
tactics and a strong desire to
outperform the opponent, creating a
charged atmosphere in the stadiums.

Sports commentators have noted that
this specific rivalry adds a layer of
unpredictability to the ISL calendar.
The competitive spirit displayed by
both squads ensures that their
fixtures are often decisive for league
standings and playoff qualifications.

As the league progresses, the FC Goa-
Bengaluru FC clash remains one of
the most anticipated events, with
supporters from both sides fueling
the narrative of this 'angry' rivalry.

Goa Cardinal urges
Pallottines to strengthen
priest training

of the

members
Pallottines, the Cardinal of Goa urged

Addressing

them to strengthen their priest
training programs. In a statement
released by the Archdiocese, he
emphasized the need to deepen
theological education and practical
ministerial skills.

The Pallottines, a Catholic religious
institute, have a significant presence
in Goa and surrounding regions. The
Cardinal's call is part of a broader
effort to renew priestly ministry to
address  contemporary  spiritual
needs.
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By strengthening training programs,
the Cardinal hopes that the
Pallottines will better prepare their
members to serve local communities,
promote spiritual growth, and face
the changing challenges of the
priesthood.

Bhat's two wickets seal
India's victory over
Pakistan

India secured a decisive victory over
Pakistan, with bowler Bhat taking
two crucial wickets. His performance
helped India take the lead, a position
Pakistan could not overturn despite a
late struggle. The match highlighted
the competitiveness of both sides,
with India ultimately prevailing
thanks to Bhat's effective bowling.

POLITICS

Bombay High Court orders
restoration of 97 voters'
names removed during SIR
in Goa

The Bombay High Court has directed
the Election Commission of India
(ECI) to restore the names of 97
voters removed from the electoral
roll during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in Goa. The court has
given the Election Commission a
deadline of 10 days to comply with
this order.

The legal intervention came after it
was brought to the court's attention
that the names of these 97
individuals were deleted from the
electoral roll during the revision
process. The bench emphasized that
eligible voters should not be
disenfranchised due to procedural
errors or deletions during the SIR
exercise.

The Election Commission is now
expected to take immediate
administrative steps to verify and
restore the deleted entries within the
stipulated timeframe. This measure
is aimed at maintaining the integrity
of the electoral process in the union
territory and ensuring that all
eligible citizens can exercise their
voting rights.

NATIONAL

Goa government seeks Rs
1,000 crore from Centre for
modernization of Anjunem
and Saloulim dams

L

The Goa state government has
submitted a proposal to the central
government seeking financial
assistance of Rs 1,000 crore. This
amount is specifically earmarked for
structural improvements and
modernization of two critical water
infrastructure projects: the Anjunem
and Saloulim dams.

Both dams play a vital role in the
state’s water management and
irrigation systems. The proposed
upgrades aim to enhance their
operational efficiency and ensure
long-term stability for agricultural
and domestic water needs in the
region.

By approaching  the central
government for this significant
allocation, the state administration
has highlighted the urgent need for
the maintenance and improvement
of these critical assets. This step
underscores the state’s commitment
to strengthening its infrastructure
capacity to better serve its citizens.

The request represents a strategic

effort to secure the necessary
resources for infrastructure
development, ensuring that Goa’s

water supply system remains robust
and reliable in the future.

Vasco da Gama fire
threatens nearby Margao
markets

i :
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A significant fire incident in Vasco da
Gama has drawn immediate
attention due to its proximity to the
bustling market areas of Margao. The
blaze has placed the commercial
hubs in Margao in the line of fire,
prompting urgent safety
assessments.

While the exact cause of the fire is
under investigation, the primary
concern for local authorities is the
potential spread of flames to the
densely packed market structures
nearby. The geographical closeness of
the two areas means that any
escalation could have severe
consequences for the livelihoods of
traders in Margao.

Firefighting teams are actively
engaged in containing the fire in
Vasco da Gama to prevent it from
crossing over into the Margao market
zones. Emergency services are on
high alert, ensuring that evacuation
routes remain clear and that no
further damage to the
adjacent commercial properties.

occurs
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Residents and shopkeepers in
Margao have been advised to remain
vigilant. The incident highlights the
vulnerability of closely situated
urban commercial centers in Goa to
rapid-fire spread, underscoring the
need for robust fire safety
infrastructure in such high-density
areas.

Supreme Court rejects
Tejpal's petition, he will
remain in jail

The Supreme Court of India on
Tuesday dismissed Tejpal's petition,
in which he sought suspension of his
rape conviction, and ruled that he
will serve his prison sentence in full.
The petition had been filed by
Tejpal's legal team, but the court
found no basis for such relief.

Tejpal was convicted of rape in 2022
following an ongoing trial and was
sentenced to imprisonment. The
court's decision means he will
remain in custody until the appeal
process is concluded.

The  ruling  underscores  the
judiciary's commitment to
preserving the integrity of sentences
in serious crimes, particularly rape
cases. It also signals that the Supreme
Court will not grant temporary relief
without compelling reasons.

POLITICS

Political tour season heats
up in Goa ahead of elections

Political parties have launched a
series of tours in Goa, with senior
leaders visiting district after district
to address crowds and present their
policies. Through open-air rallies,
roadshows, and community
meetings, major  parties are
attempting to boost their visibility
ahead of the assembly elections.

These tours place special emphasis
on local issues such as tourism
development, job creation, and
coastal management, which resonate
with  Goa’s diverse electorate.
Organizers aim to  influence
undecided voters and strengthen
party loyalty in the final months
before the poll.

Analysts say the intensity of the tours
reflects the state’s highly competitive

political environment, where
coalition dynamics and regional
issues often determine electoral
outcomes. As the campaign

progresses, further rallies and public
engagements will shape the electoral
narrative.

Goa CM Pramod Sawant
launches 'Happy Marriage'
course for couples

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant
has launched a unique initiative to
strengthen marital bonds in the state.
Described as a course for 'Happy
Marriage,' the program aims to help
couples gain a deeper understanding
of their partners.

The reflects a
proactive approach to addressing the
dynamics of relationships,
emphasizing communication and
mutual understanding between
spouses. By providing structured
guidance, the government is seeking
to  promote harmony  within
households.

announcement

This step is part of a broader effort to
support social welfare by providing
educational resources that enhance
interpersonal skills. The initiative is
expected to serve as a platform for

couples to learn strategies for
maintaining positive and stable
marriages.

Goa police inspector
arrested in minor sexual
abuse case at cyber crime
station

T i
]

Goa police have arrested a serving
inspector and another individual in a
serious case of sexual abuse of a
minor. The incident occurred at the
Cyber Crime Police Station, raising
serious concerns about security
protocols within law enforcement
institutions.

The arrest of a uniformed officer
from the cyber crime unit has

immediately triggered an
investigation.  Authorities  have
launched a detailed probe to

determine the circumstances under
which the abuse took place and the
roles played by the accused
individuals.

Police officials have confirmed that
the case is being handled with high
priority. Further legal proceedings
are expected as the investigation
continues to  collect  witness
statements and evidence.

The incident highlights the need for
strict accountability and safety
measures for minors within the
police establishment in the state.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Goan films honoured at
awards ceremony

Two films produced in Goa have
received recognition through film
awards. The announcement
highlights the success of these films
on the awards circuit.

Although the specific nature of the
awards or the titles of the films are
not mentioned, the confirmation
establishes that Goa has gained
representation and respect in the
film industry through these wins.

Further details regarding the specific
accolades and the films themselves
are expected to provide more insight
into this achievement.
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